APPENDIX BB

Turkey were almost exterminated in Texas by late in the 19ih
century. However, the first step was taken fo protect these
game hirds in 18397 when trapping was outlawed for five
months of the year. In 1903, a bag limit of 25 turkey per day
throughout a frve-month season was initiated. These liberal
restrictions failed to help the turkey in-most of its range, since
thare were few game wardens to enforce the laws.

[n 1919, the legislature created a bag limit of three bearded
gobhlers  per SEAEON Increassd protection by
comgervalion-minded landowners and additional game wardens
i he 19208 helped terksy populations to begin a steady
inrease, Also, singg that time, the Texos Parks and Wildlife
Department has trapped over 100000 turkey and restocked
them to suitable habitat throughout the state in an effort o
restore the wild turkey to its historic range.

There are presently two varteties of wild farkey common 1o
Texas. The Eastern turkey, Melezgris gallopaeo silvesiris, s
found in the forests and dense thickets of East Texas and is
rarely seen because of it warines and scarcily, The Rio
Grande fuskey, Melogprls pallopave fnenmedia, is Tound in
most of South, Central and Morth Texas. The Merriam’s
turkey, Melgpris pallopeve  merrionl, once roamed the
mountaing of West Texas, bul were exiirpated by 1907,
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Attemnpis to restock this urkey have not been successful,

In general, the Eastern turkey is darker and larger than the
more common Bio Grnde varieiy, A mature Rio Grande
gabhler averages 16 fo 18 pounds, while the Eastern bird
averages 19 o 21 pounds

Biologisis of the Parks and Wildlife Department are trving
to zave Texas" Eastern furkey and restore it to its former
range. The few remaining birds are carefully protected by
tame wardens and landowners, and efforts 1o resiock suitable
areas with wild-trapped hirds are made each vear, Efforis are
also being made to develop 2 hybrid mirkey which could be
satisfactorily established in portions of East Texas.

Following are some of the most often asked guestions
about wild turkey in Texas,

How long do wild turkey live?

Turkey live an average of two to thres vears; however, upon
regching maturity their life expectancy increases substantially .
Most  morality  occurs in poulits  (voung-of-the-year) and
yvearlings, A few birds have been known to live 25 long as 10
VEears.

Where did the wild turkey come from?

Wild terkey are native to Americz and probably evolved

from pheasantlike ancestors, American Indians stz turkey and



used the festhers to acorn thermsslves and theis WEAPOE.
Cortez, the Spanish explorer, found the Aztecs and other
Indians in Mexico in posession of domesticated wild turkey in
1519 The explorer Vasco de Gama introduced the wild tarkey
into Busope.

What do turkey eat?

Turkey are prlmarlly wepgetarians, although they eat many
inseels, swails and other invertebrates. Major food items during
the spring and summes are green grasses and forbs (weeds),
buds, Mowers, seeds and insscts. In the fall and winter, turkey
fake frubts, mast such as pecans and acorns and green forags
sach as Texas winter grass, oats or whest, depending upon
availability.

How many cggs does a hen usually Lay?

Ten or 11 eggs make up the average clutch loid by each hen,
and it takes her about two weeks to lay them, Most epgs are
fertile and will hatch wpon completion of the 28-day
ingubation period if nod destroved or anduly distarbed.

[ most of the eggs hatch or does something happen to them
before the inoubation period iz complete?

Chverall mesting saccess in twurkey (s similar to that of mest
ground-nesting birds. About one-thied of all eggs laid will
evaniually hatch. Weather s the makn factor limiting Rie
Gramde turkey pesting succzss. If there §s Insufficient ground
mraisiire, the epps will get oo hot and dry during Incubation
and the embryo will die, Studies indicate that almost one-half
of all furkey nests are destroved by predatoss, If weather
conditions are smd, however, 2 rE:lﬁl.lnu.H].' E_l:'rnd I'Ltrl:ZE].' hatch
can be l:x];l-:l;ud in spite ol preda{ﬂrﬁ and other 1iml1lng
factors,

How long do the hen and young stay on the nesi?

The hen and newly hatched poults stay on the nest abowt
one full day. Poults begin 1o roost in trees ai about two wesks
of age, but can flv well for short distances at 10 days, During
this critical period, predators account for many powlt losses.
Although a hen may have hatched aine or 10 poults, only two
of thres may be left at the summer's end.

Can a bearded turkey hen rakse young?

Yes. They (aboutl 1% percent of all Rio Geande hens in
Texas have visible beards) are & productive & hens wlthoud
beards. Beards appear on older hens and Increzse in slee and
thickness wath age. =
Why are some wild tarkey gray or even white?

Gray or white turkey in the wild are umally genetic color
aberrancies compared to the well known “black sheep.™ They
ure ot domestic turkey pone wild or descendants of domestic
turkey. White or gray turkey are often wilder than turkey of
normal coloration,

What is the most important limiting factor on Rio Grande
turkey

Weather, especially dry weather in Texas, Droughis lasting
several months may cause reductions of wp to 50 percent in
wild turkey flocks. During dry weather, furkey are weakened
bw poor forage conditions and are more suscepiible to disease,
parasites and predators. Most turkey eggs will not hatch in hot,
dry weather and the few poules that do hatch msst snon have
molsture to survive. Sufficient rainfall during the late spring
and early summer months 5 essential o pood twrkey
production and survival.

Waulda't a good predator control program incresse furkey
nuimbers?

Mot necassarily. Wild herkey have survived and reproduced
for theusands of years in spite of the presence of svery known
predator in Morth America. With good weather and range
conditions, turkey have little trouble contending with pressure
from predators. In addition, it is expensive and difficult to
affectively reduce predator populations.

Why do we hunt torkey?

Turkey provide thousands of hours of mecreation for
gportsmen as well 25 a deliclous addition to the menu. Legal
hunting pressure has never been a limiting factor on turkey in
Texas since less than 10 percent of the entire population is
harvested by hunters annually. Turkey can withstand an
annual harvest of at least 20 percent of the population. If
thiese hirds are not faken by sportsmen during the hunting
szason, they will eventually die and be wasted.

Shouldn't we protect hens?

To properly harvest turkey and mainiain sex ratios, it is
ghsolutely mecessary 00 harvest both hens and  gobblers.
Banchers wouldn't sell only the male offspring from their
livestock herds. The zame princlple applies {o turkey since
surplases occur in both sexes. Continual harvest of one six will
create an imbalance in the sex ratlo. In addifion, wrkey hens
are difficult to distinguish from young gobblers, and the
average hunter finds il almost impossible to distinguish a
bearded hen from o gobbler, As in fhe case with most game
birds (waterfowd, quail, dove), it is practical to allow and
encourage the harvest of both sexes, A reasonable eithersex
harvest will not hinder turkey proshiciion,

Why hunt gohblers in the spring mating season?

Although the spring pobbler sason & relatively new fo
most Texans, it is traditional in most sowthern siates and is
probably the most proctical of all hunting seosons, sinee it is
belsd after the hens have been bred and are laving or incubating
eggs. Hunting game animals during their bregding season i a
commaen  and  exfablished principle 10 big pame hunters
Beecause of his gobbling and stratting activities. the male
furkey i easier (o distinguish this thne of year, Hunters can
also use calls to lure gobblers within range.

Heims nead to be bred only onee ezch spring to fertilize thelr
entire clutch of eges and each dominant gobbler uswally mates
weith ahout ten hens. Since sexes are born in equal numbers, it
i= 2agy 10 see how a surplus of gobhlers can cocur under this
—arrangement. After the hens are bred and no longer need the
pobbler For mating, most of the gobblers could be harvested.
Beag linit during the spring season in Texas ks one gobbler per
hunter; therefore, there B no danger of reducing the
productivity of the Mocks by harvesting gobblers each speing.
Should Tty to restock turkey on my place?

Restocking s one of the most important fictors in our
turkey monagement program in Texss, but restocking efforts
shiould not ke made in areas that are ne longer suitabls for the
birds. Extensive land dearing practices have eliminated
thousands of scres of good furkey habitat, and confinuous
orvergrazing by domestic livestock has rendered additional
thousands of scres worthless to the wild turkey. Succassful
resiocking attemipis have been made by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department with turkey trapped from the wild, The



trapped  birds  are  immediately released into  approved
resiocking areas and careflully prodectad for ot least five vears
following their release, Wild turkey have the ability to survive
and reproduce when relocated under swch conditions. In most
cases, releases of peneraised or semidomesticated turkey into
the wild have been unsuccesslul and guite expensive, Releasing
pen-raised birds Into the wild may alse invite sericus dissase
and parasite problems unless dene under carefully regulated
conditions such a3 programs carried out by the Parks and
Wildlife Departrment.

There are several factors which should be conzidered before
turkeys are restocked in an area. First, why aren't trkeys
there now? 15 there sufficient vepetation to provide cover and
food? Good turkey range should have ample nuibers of
mature trees as well as brush and shrubs 1o provide Tood
{pecans, acomns, berries, seeds) as well as cover and ronsting
areas. Asmiming the range provides all the natural esseniials,
the area must zlso be protected from iflegal hunting sach as
ropsi shooting at night. Mo one dhould e gliowed 1o kg,
camp oF offerwine disiurh perkey within one-quarter mile o'
rocsr sire. Finally, workey require a large annual range, often
moving elghi to [0 miles from winter roost sites {0 summer
nesting areas. Food, cover and protection must, therefore, be
provided over an area of several thousand acres. Il an area can
provide all these essentbals and is within the required rainfall
belt, then sericus conskderation might be given the posibility
of restocking turkey.

Do furkey need supplemental fesd?

Supplemental feeding of any wild animal is recommended
only during extended periods of stress such as prolonged
drought or severe winter weather. However, in order to sustain
wildlife during thess critical periods, the animals must know
where the supplemental feed is located and be sccustomed to
taking it. Therefore, feed should be provided well in advance
of sny anticipated critical periods. Often supplamental fead is
provided just before and during hunting sessons in order to
“bait” wrkey to a specific die o be harvested by eager
hunters. It is essencial thar such o fesding program be
continuad inte January and February if furkey are going to
henafit from it. Turkey prafer natural food and will not take
gignificant quantities of artificial feed unless they really need
it. In most cases, it is preferable to improve or extend the
turkey's natural habitat and food supply.

Although exténded periods of severe weather may justify
supplemental feeding in some instances, feeding programs are
expensive. Feading areas should be kept clean and the grain
must mol become comtaminated by the birds' droppings. For
this reason, feeders should be moved short distaness from time
to time. The foeding ares should be near trees and thick brush
to provide immediate escape cover from predaiors.

Food plots are preferable to feedlng stations for turkey and
other wildlife. These plots need not be large in stze; two o 10
agres will provide large quantivies of forage for morkey and
other wildiife if it is not grazed by domestic livestock, Turkey
rendily eat oats, wheat, clover, vetch or rye.

Biologists in Texas and other states have worked vears to
obtain answers to some of the many guestions which arise
conmcerning the restoration and manzgement of the wild
turkey . Our saciety contimes to demand more felds Tor food

crops; more livestock to provide meat and other products;
more lakes for recreational sctivities; and more land for
homies, schools, factores and roads. These demands may spell
eventual doom for the wild trkey unless large tracts of land
are preserved as wildlife habitat, Contiming research will
hopefully provide the mansgement technigues which will
enanre e survival of the wild morkey in Texas.

For those landowners and sportsmen who may be interesied in
feeding turkeys on their lind or leases, we have included
diagrammatical sketches of two feeders which have proven
successful in many areas of Texas. October through March is
the critical time for keeping feed awailable to turkey. HBest
feeds are milo o corn chops. Landowners who wish (o feed
both deer and turkey from the same feader should consider
using an elevated barrel-type automatle feader and a mixtire
of whole orn and milo




Turkey Feeder soopoundcapacity
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Creneral Moles

I. Platform Covering & Exterior of Hopper of 17 x &7
T&G

2, *Weldwire™ Mesh Used Over Feed Cpaning

3, Top of Hopper Secured By Hook & Eye at Each Side.

4, T&G Siding on Hopper Installed With Tongue Edge Up.

5. Posts Set in Froon Edpe OfF Floilorm To Deny Access Lo
Predators,
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This tvpe of fecder s being uwsed on wverzl wildlife
mandpement arcas and on privale ranches, The inset legs and
valley tin arcund the platform practically  eliminates the
tremendons waste that usually accompanies the use of turkey
feeders by ever-hungry moecoons,

Care should be faken not to place the feeder directly under
2 tree or the raccoons will scon learn o climb the tree and
drop down on the feeder. Whike it takes a little longer for
turkeys to learn to uillice this type of feeder, the savings are
well worthwhile, Turkey will normally accept this feeder maore
readily if & few pounds of grain sich a3 milo are scattered on
the ground arcund the feeder at weekly intervals until furkey
locate the feed in the hopper.

The materials to build this feeder cost approximately
L5000 and if the wood is treated it will last for many vesars.

REPRINT FROM FLORIDA WILDLIFE MAGAZINT, AUGUET, 1764



TURKEY FEEDER
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TURKEY FEEDER
PLATFORM
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Visit the outdoors each month through the full-
color pages of TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE

o magazine that takes you on an outing 12 times a vear. We'll bring vou stories on
state parks, fshing in our many freshwater lakes and saltwater bays, Texas
abundant wildlife and anything else to do with the outdoors,

[t's all illustrated with some of the nation’s best color photography, and at a price
that's hard to beat,

You can order your subscription by calling us at 1-800-792-1112 Mon. thru Fri.,
between 8 AM. and 5 P.M.

Rates:
1 year $8 Foreign 1 year $10
2 year $15 Foreign 2 year $18

{Domestic rates include APO & FPOY)

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE Magazine
2200 Smith School Rd.
Austin, Tx. TET44

PO — 8K — Q00— 80784






